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Climate Prediction Center’s Hispaniola Hazards Outlook  

 October 18 – October 24, 2018 
 

 Several weeks of beneficial rain have improved ground conditions in several parts of Haiti and western DR. 
 

During the last seven days, moderate to heavy precipitation was received across large portions Haiti and also in eastern 

Dominican Republic, with weekly totals locally exceeding 100m according to satellite rainfall estimates. Portions of south- 

central Hispaniola received unfavorable light rains. With several consecutive weeks of above-average rainfall over many 
parts of central Haiti, and increasing rains in western Dominican Republic, seasonal dryness continues to be mitigated. 

The areas registering near or above normal moisture conditions since the late August are expanding. However, moisture 
anomalies still remain negative over the longer term; with some areas in southern and northern Hispaniola experiencing 

less than half their normal rainfall accumulation since mid-July. Vegetation health, as evidenced by remotely sensed 

indices, is improving on the island. The poorest conditions are relegated to northern parts of the Dominican Republic, and 
even the driest regions in the south show improved conditions. During the outlook period, rainfall is expected to moderate 

across the island. Observing the rainfall climatology for mid-October indicates that it is typical to see lessening rains at 
this time. Total 7-day rainfall is expected to generally be around 25mm or less with the lowest totals in the northwest 
portion of the island. 


